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ACADEMIC HONESTY AND MALPRACTICE POLICY 

Documents Which Inform This Policy 

The International Baccalaureate Academic Honesty Guidance (IBO, 2007) 

Suspected Malpractice in Examinations and Assessments, Policies and Procedures (Joint Council 

for Qualifications, 2019-2020) 

Centre Guidance: Dealing with Malpractice and Maladministration in Vocational Qualifications 

(Pearson Education Limited, 2018 version 4.5) 

INTRODUCTION 

Students educated in the 21st century have at their fingertips instantaneous access to a large portion of 

the world’s knowledge through the internet and mobile technology.  Whilst the educational value of this 

information is unquestioned, it can make it easier for students to pass off other peoples’ ideas and words 

as their own work.  This is not only inherently wrong, but is also contrary to the philosophy of both 

Bromsgrove School and the IB Learner Profile. 

The School encourages all students (including those sitting BTEC, GCSE and A-levels) to adopt the IB 

Learner Profile.  To this end, we actively encourage students to: 

¶ become proficient in inquiry and research skills 

¶ explore concepts, ideas and issues in depth and of their own choosing 

¶
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In the case of any malpractice involving coursework and exams, whether this involves GCSE, BTECs, A 

Levels or the IB Diploma, the School will act firmly and robustly, exam authorities will be informed and 

that the likely consequence is failure in the qualification concerned.  Students who undertake malpractice 

in their formal courses put their future place in the School at risk. 

BTEC ASSESSMENT MALPRACTICE 

This section of the policy specifically applies to BTEC qualifications and aims: 

¶ to identify and minimise the risk of malpractice by staff or learners at Bromsgrove School 

¶ to respond to any incident of alleged malpractice promptly and objectively 

¶ to standardise and record any investigation of malpractice to ensure openness and fairness 

¶ to impose appropriate penalties and/or sanctions on learners or staff where incidents (or 

attempted incidents) of malpractice are proven 

¶ to protect the integrity of this centre and BTEC qualifications. 

In order to do this, the centre will: 

¶ seek to avoid potential malpractice by using the Staff induction period and the student handbook 

to inform teachers and learners of the centre’s policy on malpractice and the penalties for 

attempted and actual incidents of malpractice 

¶ show learners the appropriate formats to record cited texts and other materials or information 

sources 

¶ ask learners to declar




